
State of California – Military Department 
California Cadet Corps 

 
 

CURRICULUM ON MILITARY 
KNOWLEDGE 

Strand M2: The Cadet Corps Uniform 

Level 11 

  This Strand is composed of the following components: 

A. Class B Uniform 
B. Class C Uniform 
C. Class A Uniform 

 

 

 

 

 

Updated: 15 March 2025  

“Look Sharp. Feel Sharp. Be Sharp!” 



California Cadet Corps                  M2B: The Class C Uniform 

2 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
A. CLASS C UNIFORM .................................................................................................................................... 3 

OBJECTIVES ............................................................................................................................................... 3 

Introduction: ......................................................................................................................................... 4 

 .............................................................................................................................................................. 4 

B1. The Coyote Brown Class C Uniform ................................................................................................ 5 

References .................................................................................................................................................... 9 

 

 

  



California Cadet Corps                  M2B: The Class C Uniform 

3 
 

A. CLASS C UNIFORM 
 

 

 

Standard #1: Students gain identity and belonging as a Cadet while 
developing self-control, respect, discipline and confidence. 
 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 
DESIRED OUTCOME (Self-Mastery) 
90% of unit Cadets will know the rules for wearing the Uniform and insignia, know the parts of the Class 
C uniform and insignia, know how they are worn, and will recognize the significance of items on the 
uniform. 

 
Plan of Action: 

 
1.   Wear the Class C Uniform to standard. 
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Introduction: 
 

The Class C, or Utility Uniform, is fully described in CR 1-8, Chapters 
4 (Coyote Brown Class C) and 5 (Khaki Class C).  Though the Khaki 
Class C uniform is still authorized, we have fully fielded the Coyote 
Brown Class C uniform to all schools, so it’s the only uniform we’ll be 
discussing here. You should download and read through the 
regulation so you fully understand all the rules about how to wear 
the uniform properly. 
 
 
CR 1-8:  https://cacc-regulations.us-southeast-
1.linodeobjects.com/Regulations/CR%201-
8_Cadet%20Uniforms%20and%20Insignia_DEC20.pdf  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 1: Coyote Brown Class C Uniform 
 
  

https://cacc-regulations.us-southeast-1.linodeobjects.com/Regulations/CR%201-8_Cadet%20Uniforms%20and%20Insignia_DEC20.pdf
https://cacc-regulations.us-southeast-1.linodeobjects.com/Regulations/CR%201-8_Cadet%20Uniforms%20and%20Insignia_DEC20.pdf
https://cacc-regulations.us-southeast-1.linodeobjects.com/Regulations/CR%201-8_Cadet%20Uniforms%20and%20Insignia_DEC20.pdf
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B1. The Coyote Brown Class C Uniform 
 
This lesson sums up the most important things about 
the Coyote Brown Class C Uniform that you need to 
know.  We’ll cover it from head to toe!  
 
Headgear: A cap must be worn with this uniform. The 
basic cap is the CACC baseball-style cap.  If you have 
completed training and received orders authorizing the 
red or black beret or the drill instructor hat, you may 
wear those as well.     
 

Figure 2: Cadets in Class C Uniform 

 
Figure 3: Caps Worn with the Coyote Brown Class C Uniform 

 
All types of caps are worn with the headband straight across the forehead, one inch above the 
eyebrows. The beret flash is positioned over the left eye. The right side of the beret is draped toward or 
over the right ear. The DI Hat chinstrap is normally worn behind the head. 
 
No rank is worn on the baseball-style cap. The CACC Distinctive Unit Insignia (DUI) or cadet officer rank 
insignia is worn centered on the beret flash.  
 
You wear a black crew-neck T-Shirt with your Class C Uniform.  You may wear the CACC PT Shirt, but 
don’t wear black T-Shirts with other than CACC designs on them unless specifically authorized by your 
commander. The T-Shirt will be tucked into the pants. 
 
When worn, ensure all buttons and Velcro are fastened, and the coat zipper is zipped up, leaving the 
collar lying flat.   
 
Cadets wear various patches and badges on the Coyote Brown Class C coat:  

• The brown on black nametape is affixed by Velcro above the right pocket, with the cadet’s last 
name only. You can purchase a nametape at https://store.1800nametape.com/.  

• The CA Cadet Corps nametape is affixed by Velcro above the left pocket 

• The CACC Patch (subdued) is affixed by Velcro, centered on the bottom of the left sleeve pocket 

• Up to 3 achievement tabs may be worn above the CACC Patch on the left sleeve pocket  

https://store.1800nametape.com/
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• The California Patch is affixed by Velcro, 
centered on the top of the right sleeve 
pocket 

• The duty patch or a brigade or unit 
patch may be affixed by Velcro below 
the California Patch on the right sleeve 
pocket 

• Rank insignia is affixed by Velcro, 
centered between the top of the pocket 
flaps.  

• The Cadet Drill Instructor Badge may be 
pinned centered on the right pocket, 
parallel to the ground. 

                                Figure 4: Patches & Badges – Coyote Brown Class C 
 
The utility uniform is designed to fit loosely; alterations to make them fit snugly are not authorized.  A 
tight fit reduces the airflow needed for ventilation and cooling. The coat is worn outside the trousers.  
The coat will not extend below the top of the cargo pocket on the pants and will not be higher than the 
bottom of the side pocket on the pants. Boots will be worn bloused. 
 
When the sleeves of the coat are rolled up, the button cuff will remain exposed.  Cadets will 
roll the sleeves neatly above the elbow, no more than 3 inches above the elbow. Start by 
turning the sleeve inside out, with the cuff by the shoulder seam. Fold up the bottom twice, 
as smoothly as possible. Then turn the cuff down on top of the folded material. Practice the 
spacing so it works for your arms.   

             Figure 5: Rolled Sleeve 
 
Coats are worn zipped, with the collar lapel lying open and flat in front of the neck. All pockets are worn 
with the Velcro sealing the pocket closed, except when accessing the pocket.            
              
 Cadets will wear tan or brown military “rigger belt”.  The belt is worn so that the free end of the belt 
passes through the buckle to the wearer’s left. The end will extend beyond the end of the buckle by no 
more than about four inches and will not wrap around the 
cadet’s waist to their back. If this is the case, get a smaller belt, 
or consider cutting the excess part of the belt                            
off (the end needs to be cauterized by melting). Check with your 
commandant before altering your belt! 
  

Figure 6: Class C Belt   
 

Cadets will wear the boots fully laced up with trousers bloused, using the draw cords or blousing 
bands, or tuck the trousers into the boots. Sewn-in or laced-in zippers are not authorized. Boots 
may be black leather or tan or ‘coyote’ suede. Cadets will not wrap the trouser leg around the leg 
tightly enough to present a “pegged” appearance. Cadets will not blouse the boots so that the 
trouser leg extends down to the ankle area. When bloused, the trousers should sit right above the 
boot, and should be at the same height as each other. Boot laces should not hang loose. They may 
be tucked into the boot, or tied around the boot or ankle, with no loose ends. The preference is for 
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black socks, but commandants 
may authorize other colored boot 
socks to be worn. If other than 
dark colored socks are worn, boot 
blousing method should not allow 
the socks to be seen. Socks should 
be at least the weight of athletic 
socks to provide cushioning for the  
feet, and must extend above the boot top (ideally by 4-6 inches).  

 
Achievement and Status Tabs: 
 
Achievement and status tabs identify achievement in areas of emphasis in school and the Cadet Corps as 
described in CR 1-1.  They signify a cadet’s achievement in academics, physical fitness, community 
support, etc. Most cadet skill badges also have a corresponding tab to be worn on the Class C Uniform. 
 
Achievement Tabs are permanent – once a cadet earns one, they can wear it for the rest of their cadet 
career. Achievement Tabs are, in order of precedence: 

1. Survival Instructor – a cadet who has satisfactorily completed the Advanced Survival Course 
2. First Responder – a cadet who has been awarded the Cadet Medic Badge, Law Enforcement 

Badge, or completed CERT Training 
3. Field Expert – a cadet who has completed at least 5 days & nights in a CACC field training 

environment 
4. Cyber – a cadet who has been awarded the Cyber Badge 
5. Drill – a cadet who has been awarded the Drill & Ceremonies Badge 
6. Engineer – a cadet who has been awarded the Engineer Badge 
7. Drone Pilot – a cadet who has been awarded FAA Drone Pilot wings 
8. Public Safety – a cadet who has been awarded the Public Safety Badge 

 

 
Figure 8: Some Achievement Tabs 

 
Status Tabs are temporary awards worn while a status exists, within the dates entered on the Form 13. 
Status tabs, as authorized in CR 1-1 paragraph 6-3 are: 

1. LEADER – Currently assigned to a leadership position of Squad Leader or above 
2. HEALTHY – Completed FITTNESSGRAM in the Health Fitness Zone (HFZ) within the last six 

months 
3. DRILL TEAM – Currently assigned to a competitive or exhibition drill team. Good for the 

semester of team membership (may be both semesters for practice/competition) 
4. ACADEMIC – Using grades from last semester, has a GPA of ≥ 3.0 AND qualifies for the 

Citizenship Ribbon. Wear for one semester following qualification 
5. VOLUNTEER – Qualified for the Individual Community Service Award in the past semester. 

Wear for one semester following qualification 
6. MARKSMAN – Shoots “Qualified” in CACC Marksmanship program IAW CR 3-17. Wear for one 

year after qualification 
7. COLOR GUARD – Currently assigned to a Color Guard or Flag Detail 

 Figure 7: Blousing the Boots 
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8. RECRUITER – Meets requirements of CR 1-1, paragraph 2-54 “Recruiter Ribbon” in the current 
semester 

9. ATHLETE – Currently and actively participating in organized athletic competitions or activities 
(individual or team). Inter- or Intra-school athletics 

10. EMERGENCY RESPONDER (temporary) - Has current certification in CPR and First Aid 

11. PATRIOT – Awarded at the discretion of the Commandant of Cadets OR the Cadet Commander 
of a unit to cadets who exemplify patriotism. Each award is valid for three month’s tab wear. 

 

 

 
Figure 9: Some Status Tabs 

 
Duty Patch: 
 
Cadets are authorized to wear one duty patch on the Velcro tab on the right sleeve of the Class C 
uniform below the California flag patch. These patches are intended to indicate a current leadership 
assignment, so wear is not permanent unless they remain assigned to the position indicated. Orders are 
not required to be published for these position patches, but rather the Chain of Command may issue 
them and authorize wear as they see fit within these guidelines for current assignments that are 
annotated on the CACC Form 13. Local units are NOT authorized to add additional positional patches for 
wear on CACC uniforms without written approval from HQS, CACC. 

 
Authorized Duty Patches are:  
  
CO – Commanding Officer  
DC – Deputy Commander  
XO – Executive Officer 
CSM – Command Sergeant Major 
Staff patches for S-1, S-2, S-3, S-4, S-5, S-6 for the 
PRIMARY staff cadets in those positions (not assistants). 
HHC – HHC Commander. May be used temporarily at 
Corps Events by cadets on HHC (only at the activity) 
1SG – Company First Sergeant 
PL – Platoon   Leader       Figure 10: Duty Patches (Bn level) 
PSG – Platoon Sergeant 
SL – Squad Leader 
 
Duty Patches have a color which denotes organizational level 

Gold – 10th Brigade positions 
Silver – Brigade level positions  
Coyote Brown – Battalion level positions  
Blue– Company level positions       Figure 11: Medic Patch 

 
A red “Medic” patch is authorized below the California Flag and any duty patch if a cadet is currently 
certified as a Cadet Medic/Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) 
 



California Cadet Corps                  M2B: The Class C Uniform 

9 
 

References 
CA Cadet Corps. (2023, June 1). CR 1-1 Cadet Awards. CACC Regulations. San Luis Obispo, CA, USA: 

CACC/CMD. 

CA Cadet Corps. (2023, April 1). CR 1-8 Cadet Uniforms. CACC Regulations. San Luis Obispo, CA, USA: 

CACC/CMD. 

 

 


