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C. Symbols of American Pride 

Standard #2: Students learn duty, service, and responsibility as citizens of 
their schools, their communities, the State of California, and the United 
States. 

OBJECTIVES  

 
DESIRED OUTCOME (Leadership) 
At the conclusion of this training, Cadets will be familiar with the major symbols of American pride that 
represent American people, history, and national identity. 
 
Plan of Action: 
 

1. Describe the Washington Monument, its key features, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

2.  Describe the Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials, their key features, and why they are symbols of 

American pride. 

3. Describe the U.S. Capitol, its key features, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

4. Describe the White House, its key features, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

5. Describe the Statue of Liberty, its key features, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

6. Describe the Liberty Bell, its key features, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

7. Describe Mount Rushmore, its key features, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

8. Describe the U.S. and California Seals, their key features, and how they represent the U.S. and 

California. 

9. Describe the patriotic holidays, when each one is, and what they celebrate.  

10. Describe the Medal of Honor, what it signifies, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

11. Describe Arlington Cemetery and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, their key features, and why they 

are a symbol of American pride. 

12. Describe the World War II Memorial, its key features, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

13. Describe the U.S. Marine Corps Memorial, its key features, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

14. Describe the Korean War Memorial, its key features, and why it is a symbol of American pride. 

15. 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΣ ƛǘǎ ƪŜȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇǊƛŘŜΦ 

16. Name at least five significant achievements of the United States or Americans, and why they were 

significant. 
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Introduction 
 
Two of the California Cadet Corps (CACC) objectives are to engender citizenship and to encourage patriotism. 
Have you ever thought about what that means, or how we go about it? Citizenship and patriotism, in the 
context we refer to them, are fairly vague concepts.  
 
Citizenship, in the context of our CACC Objectives, means that we want to help Cadets 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ to become actual citizens of the U.S.Σ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
good too. We mean active, productive members of our society that understand and exercise 
their rights and responsibilities and contribute to our country. 
 
Patriotism is an even more vague concept that conveys pride, feelings of allegiance and love 
ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳ ōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ /ŀŘŜǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦.S., its 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ those things and 
understand why the United States of !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘΦ 
 
This section takes a look at many of the symbols of our country. As a citizen and patriot, you 
should be aware of the things that symbolize our democratic republic, history, and values. 
Ideally, sometime in your life, you should visit many of the places and monuments that 
represent our nation. This course puts those symbols into context, gives you the 
background on what they are and why they are considered to be symbolic of our nation. 
 
 
C1. The Washington Monument 
 
The Washington Monument is a stone obelisk located at the western end of the National 
Mall in Washington D.C. It was built to commemorate George Washington, the first 
President of the United States, the Commander of the Continental Army during the 
wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ²ŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άFather of our CƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴ 
1888. 

 
The Washington Monument is just over 
555 feet high, towering over everything in 
Washington D.C. It is one of the tallest 
masonry structures in the world. Fifty flags 
circle the base of the 
monument, 
representing the 50 
states. Windows in 
the observation 
room look out at 
views of the Lincoln 
Memorial, the White 

House, the Jefferson Memorial, and the Capitol building. The four 
walls are just over 55 feet long and 15 feet thick at the base. They 
taper to the top, where they are one and a half feet thick. They are 
topped by a pyramidion (a small pyramid which serves as a 
capstone). The pyramidion is 55 feet tall, 34.5 feet wide at its base, 
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and about 7 inches thick. There are stairs (no longer open) that 
spiral up to the 490-foot level, and an elevator that goes from the 
base to the Observation Floor.  
 
Workers started building the monument in 1848. No work was 
done from 1854 to 1877 due to lack of funding, the Civil War, and 
a power struggle between two organizations that wanted to run 
the project. Funding was provided and work began again in 1877 
and was completed in 1884. Final touches were put in over the 
next few years, and it was opened to the public in 1888. In 1877, 
the quarry where the original stone came from was no longer 
open. Builders had to get stone from other quarries, and that 
caused a difference in color at about the 150-foot mark which 
you can still see today. 
 
The original design, by Robert Mills, was changed to lower the 
cost. There was supposed to be a colonnade at the base, where 
they hoped WashiƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘƻƳō ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅ ǊŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ 
no pyramidion on top of the obelisk.    
     (Fenderich) 
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(Scholastic Travel Inc., 2012) 
C2. The Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials  
 
Lincoln Memorial: 
 
Who was Abraham Lincoln? He was the 16th President of the United States (1861-
1865). He was President during the Civil War, and is credited for saving the Union 
from being destroyed by the seceding states of the Confederacy. He ended 
slavery as an institution with his Emancipation Proclamation. He was assassinated 
in 1865 by John Wilkes Booth. 
 
Located on the National Mall in Washington D.C., the Lincoln Memorial is one of 
the most visited and cornerstone symbols of America.  

 
 
The theme of the building represents the Union. The columns surrounding the walls stand for the 36 states in 
ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ пу ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ όǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǿŀǎ 
completed in 1922) are carved on the walls along the outside of the memorial. A plaque honoring Alaska and 
Hawaii is in the approach plaza. 
 
The chamber inside the memorial contains a statue of Lincoln seated, facing the Washington Monument and 
the Capitol. The statue of Lincoln is 19 feet high and weighs 175 tons. The chamber also houses two huge 
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ǎǘƻƴŜ ǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ ŜƴƎǊŀǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴd Inaugural Address, and the other with the Gettysburg 
Address. Two murals represent the principles of freedom, justice, unity, brotherhood, and charity. 

 
(French) 
 
The Lincoln Memorial is one of the most profound symbols of American Democracy in the world. It is a 
memorial that celebrates the tremendous accomplishments which have united the nation for more than 200 
years. In addition, it is a place where citizens assemble to draw attention to those causes and issues which 
continue to divide the country. 
 
Architect Henry Bacon designed the Lincoln Memorial. He modeled it after the Parthenon in Greece, the 
birthplace of democracy. 
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Jefferson Memorial:  
 
Who was Thomas Jefferson? He was the third President of the United States (1801-1809). He was a Founding 
Father of the United States, the first Secretary of State, and the principal author of the Declaration of 
Independence. He was probably the most influential of the Founding Fathers for his promotion of the ideals 
of Republicanism in the fledgling country. 
 

 
(Ravi) Creative Commons Share-Alike License CC-BY-SA 3.0 

 
The Jefferson Memorial, dedicated by President Franklin Roosevelt on April 13, 
1943, stands directly across the Tidal Basin, with a direct view from the White 
House. The Jefferson Memorial building is a circular, open-air structure 
featuring a shallow dome supported by a circular colonnade composed of Ionic 
columns, with two porticos. The stairs rise to a portico with a 
triangular pediment, which features a sculpture by Adolph A. Weinman, 
depicting the five members of the drafting committee of the Declaration of 
Independence submitting their report to Congress. A statue of Jefferson by 
Rudulph Evans stands in the center of the chamber and is surrounded by 
columns and quotes from Jefferson. (National Park Service, 2021) 
 
The Jefferson Memorial is a symbol of freedom. 
  

https://www.nps.gov/thje/learn/historyculture/images/THJEpendiment.jpg
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C3. The U.S. Capitol  
 
The U.S. Capitol building is one of the most recognizable 
government buildings in the world. Anchoring the east side of 
the National Mall, it contains the houses of Congress and many 
of the congressional offices (Congress has grown so big that some offices are in nearby buildings connected 
to the Capitol by underground tunnels).  
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Inside the Capitol: 
 
The Rotunda is a large, domed, circular room located 
in the center of the U.S. Capitol. It was inspired by the 
Pantheon, a temple in Rome. The curved sandstone 
walls are divided by fluted Doric pilasters with 
wreaths of olive branches carved in the frieze above. 
The floor is composed of concentric rings of waxed 
Seneca Sandstone arrayed around a central circular 
white marble slab. The space is used for ceremonial 
events such as the laying in state of eminent citizens 
and the dedication of works of art. (Architect of the 
Capitol, Accessed in 2021)  The walls of the rotunda 
are filled with paintings and sculptures depicting 
scenes of early American history and early explorers. 
The dome has a fresco of Washington rising to the 
heavens in glory. The statues and busts in the 
Rotunda are primarily of presidents, but also include 
sculptures of Alexander Hamilton, Martin Luther 
King Jr., and Suffragettes.  

 
The Dome. The dome that sits atop the Capitol Rotunda is 
made of iron. It is 288 feet tall and 96 feet in diameter. It 
replaced the first dome once the Capitol was expanded in 
the 19th Century. It was designed by Thomas Walter, the 
4th Architect of the Capitol, and was constructed from 
1855 to 1866. There are actually two domesτan interior 
and an exterior. Inside, the interior dome rises 180 feet 
over the rotunda floor, and outside the exterior dome 
rises 288 feet, including the Statue of Freedom on top of 
the dome. 

 
The Statue of Freedom. Mounted atop the apex of the outside dome 
is the Statue of Freedom. It stands 19 feet 6 inches tall and weighs 
approximately 15,000 pounds. The statue was made in 1863 by 
Thomas Crawford. It is a classical female figure with long flowing hair 
ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜŀƎƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎΦ {Ƙe 
wears a classical dress secured with a brooch inscribed "U.S." Over it is 
draped a heavy, flowing, toga-like robe fringed with fur and decorative 
balls. Her right hand rests upon the hilt of a sheathed sword wrapped 
in a scarf; in her left hand she holds a laurel wreath of victory and the 
shield of the United States with 13 stripes. The helmet is encircled by 
nine stars. Ten bronze points tipped with platinum are attached to her 
headdress, shoulders and shield for protection from lightning. She 
stands on a cast-iron pedestal topped with a globe encircled with the 
motto άE Pluribus Unumέ (Out of Many, One). The lower part of the 
pedestal is decorated with fasces (symbols of the authority of 
government) and wreaths. (Architect of the Capitol, Accessed in 2021) 

Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/RHUnkO8ZbNc?feature=oe

mbed 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/RHUnkO8ZbNc?feature=oembed
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National Statuary Hall. Each state is asked 
to donate up to two statues representing 
their state to the U.S. Capitol. These used to 
all be displayed together, but are now 
spread out in different areas of the Capitol. 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ wƻƴŀƭŘ 
Reagan in the Rotunda and one of Father 
Junipero Serra in National Statuary Hall. 
 
¢ƘŜ ά²ƘƛǎǇŜǊƛƴƎ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ.έ The half-dome 
shape of the National Statuary 
Hall produces an acoustical effect whereby, 
in some spots, a speaker many yards away 
may be heard more clearly than one closer 
at hand.  

 
The Senate and House Galleries are on the second floor of the Capitol. You can visit them by getting a pass 
ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƴŀǘƻǊ ƻǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ. This is where the Senate and the House meet to 
hold sessions of Congress. 

 
(Planetware.com, Accessed in 2021) 
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                                  Senate Chamber       House Chamber 
 
 

 
 
Art in the Capitol. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǊǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ for us to try to sum it 
up. From the official statues donated by the states to the many paintings, friezes, busts, statues, tile, and 
architectural decoration, most of the building outside of individual offices is full of art. Much of the 
background art displayed in the Capitol was designed or painted by Constantino Brumidi. The Brumidi 
Corridors are vaulted, ornately decorated hallways such as depicted in this photo. (Architect of the Capitol, 
Accessed in 2021)  Much of the capitol has massive paintings of early America and its founding. 
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C4. The White House 
 
Located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C., the White House is one of the most popular 
tourist attractions in the country. It is the official residence and workplace of the President of the United 
States. All presidents except George Washington have lived there for at least part of their term (some have 
ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎύΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΣ 
and was completed in 1800, and occupied by President John Adams. The house was rebuilt and restored 
after it was burned by the British in August 1814. It has been renovated and updated several times. 
 
The White House has six floors--two basements, two public floors, and two floors for the First Family. Visitors 
who tour the White House are able to see the most beautiful and historic rooms in the house including the 
East Room, the Green Room, the Blue Room, the Red Room, and the State Dining Room. These rooms are 
used by the President and First Lady to entertain guests and to receive leaders of other countries. The Oval 
Office is where the President does the business of the country--signing bills and Executive Orders and 
meeting with staff, visitors, and guests. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘǿƻ ŦƭƻƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ²ƛƴƎΦ 
¶ There are 132 rooms, 35 bathrooms, and 6 levels in the residence. There are also 412 doors, 147 

windows, 28 fireplaces, 8 staircases, and 3 elevators. 
¶ ¢ƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ мпл ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊǎ ŘΩƻŜǳǾǊŜǎ ǘƻ 

more than 1,000. 
¶ The White House requires 570 gallons of paint to cover its outside surface. 
¶ !ǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜΣέ ǘƘŜ 
άtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ aŀƴǎƛƻƴΦέ 

¶ President Theodore Roosevelt officially gave the White House its current name in 1901. 
(The White House, Accessed in 2021) 

 
 

View of the White House from the North 
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By © OpenStreetMap contributors - http://www.openstreetmap.org/, CC BY 2.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=40173732 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=40173732
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             By Sushiflinger and ZooFari - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6909343 

 

 
 

 
By Adam Lenhardt - Adapted from File: White_House_West_Wing_-_1st_Floor.png by Sarfa, using this Washington Post feature and 
the 2007 recreation of the first floor by Peter Sharkey as references., CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=11255958 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6909343
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Ground Floor 

 

 
             By SVG: ZooFari; Raster: GearedBull - SVG work by ZooFari, CC BY-SA 3.0,       

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6922509 

 
State Floor 

 
By SVG: ZooFari; Raster: GearedBull - SVG work by ZooFari, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6930352 
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Second Floor (residence) 

 
By SVG: ZooFari; Raster: GearedBull - SVG work by ZooFari, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6952491 
 
 

View of the White House from the South 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6952491
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C5. The Statue of Liberty 
 
The statue, which stands on Liberty Island in New 
York Harbor, is the symbol of liberty and democracy. 
It represents a woman wearing robes and holding in 
her right hand a torch and in the left hand a plaque 
on which is written the Independence Day of the 
U.S.A.- 4th of July 1776. The seven arms of the crown 
she is wearing stand for the seven continents. Liberty 
Island is right next to Ellis Island, where millions of 
immigrants processed into the United States from 
1892 to 1954. The Statue of Liberty is seen as 
welcoming immigrants to our shores. 

The statue was a gift from the 
people of France to the people of 
America, in shared honor of liberty 
and democracy. It was designed by a 
French sculptor, Frederic-Auguste 
Bertholdi and it took him ten years 
to complete it. The statue is made of 
copper and it is supported by a 
metal framework which was 
especially constructed by Gustave 
Eiffel the engineer who also build 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris. It was built 
in ǘƘŜ муулΩǎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ 
to New York. It was installed on 
Liberty Island and dedicated on 
October 28,1886.  (Explorra, 
Accessed in 2021) 
 
The statue is 151 feet high. It sits on 
a pedestal that is 89 feet tall, on a 
base that is 65 feet tall. The crown is 
the tallest point inside the statues 
where the public is allowed. There 
are windows overlooking New York 
City. When open, you can purchase 
tickets and walk up the 363 steps to 
the crown (about 27 stories).  
 

Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/YPaLG

P_xr-w?feature=oembed 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/YPaLGP_xr-w?feature=oembed
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C6. The Liberty Bell  
 
The Liberty Bell began life as another bell, ordered from London in 1751 
and shipped to Philadelphia to ring in the Pennsylvania State House. 
That bell cracked the first time it was rung, so local metalworkers melted 
it down and cast a new bell. This bell would ring to call lawmakers to 
their meetings and the townspeople together to hear the reading of the 
ƴŜǿǎΦ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ wŀȅ ƛƴ мтррΣ ά!ŘƛŜǳΣ ǘƘŜ 
Bell rings, and I must go among the Grave ones and talk Politicksέ ώǎƛŎϐ. 
(National Park Service, Accessed in 2021) 
 
The State House Bell, as it was first known, hung in the state house (now 
called Independence Hall) in Philadelphia. No one recorded when it 
ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муплΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ 
years of hard use. City workers tried to repair it, but made it worse, and 
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the bell has not rung since then. The bell is three feet tall. The circumference around the bottom is 12 feet.  
The crack is just over two feet long. 
 
There are several inscriptions on the bell: 

άProclaim Liberty Throughout All the Land Unto All the inhabitants thereofέ ƛǎ ŀ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
King James Bible, Leviticus 25:10. 
άBy Order of the ASSEMBLY of the Province of PENSYLVANIA [sic] for the State House in Philadaέ 
Pass and Stow are the metalworkers who fashioned the bell 
Philada ς an abbreviation for Philadelphia 
MDCCLIII ς Roman numerals for 1753 

 
The bell was just another ōŜƭƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƛŎƻƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ муолΩǎΣ 
when abolitionists took it as a symbol for freeing slaves and the abolition of slavery. Other causes later used 
its symbol as well, and today it is known internationally as a symbol of Liberty. 
 
The Liberty Bell is on display across from Independence Hall in Philadelphia, in Independence National 
Historical Park. 
 

 
C7. Mount Rushmore 
 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ unique symbols of America is Mount Rushmore. Located in South Dakota, it is a 
rock mountain face that has been sculpted into the faces of Presidents George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln. These four presidents were selected to represent 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ (National Park Service, Accessed in 2021) 

 

 
(National Park Service, Accessed in 2021) 

 
Conceived as an idea to attract tourists, sculptor Gutzon Borgium created the sculpture between 1927 and 
1941. The heads are approximately 60 feet high. They were originally designed to be head-to-waist 
ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ Ǌŀƴ ƻǳǘΦ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ, but the rock was 
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found to be unsuitable, so what had been started 
was blasted out, and Jefferson was moved to 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŦǘΦ 
 
Mount Rushmore is in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota, an area sacred to the Lakota Sioux Native 
American tribe. The Black Hills was originally ceded 
to the Sioux tribe in perpetuity by treaty in 1868, but 
ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мутлΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƎƻƭŘ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ 
The existence of the sculpture of four white men 
who they consider to have been complicit in killing 
many of their people and taking their land is 
considered an insult by the tribe ς in addition to the 
desecration of the sacred mountain itself. The area 
was referred to as the Six Grandfathers by the 
Lakota. (PBS Editors, Accessed in 2021) 
 
An ironic consequence of the creation of the 
sculpture on Mount Rushmore was the creation of a 
competing sculpture nearby by Korczak Ziolkowski, 
sponsored by Sioux Chief Henry Standing Bear. 
Ziolkowski started a project to carve the great Sioux 
chief Crazy Horse into Thunderhead Mountain 17 
miles from Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills. He 
started carving in 1948, and it remains unfinished 
today. The face of Crazy Horse is there, and work 
continues on the rest of the sculpture. It, too, lies on 
sacred land, and has its own controversies. The 
Ziolkowski family continues to work on the project, 
which is twice as large as the Mount Rushmore 
sculpture and designed for the entire mountain, not 
just one face. (Pasley, 2019) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Four Presidents 
George Washington:                             

First President of the United States. 

1732-1799. President 1789-1797. 

Commander of the Continental Army 

during the Revolutionary War. 

Thomas Jefferson:                                           

Third President of the United States.   

1743-1826. President 1802-1809.        

Primary drafter of the Declaration of 

Independence. Made the Louisiana 

Purchase in 1803. 

Theodore Roosevelt:                                 

26th President of the United States.        

1858-1919. President 1901-1909.         

Leader of Rough Riders during the 

Spanish American War. Negotiated 

the construction of the Panama 

Canal. Broke up monopolies and 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ 

Abraham Lincoln:                                       

16th President of the United States.     

1809-1865. President 1861-1865.  

Assassinated in office. Led the Union 

during the Civil War. Issued the 

Emancipation Proclamation.                     

Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/embed

/ZA5OtD0cMTc?feature=oembed  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/ZA5OtD0cMTc?feature=oembed
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C8. United States and State of California Seals 
 
The Great Seal of the United States. Creating an official symbol of the United States was a collaborative 
effort by America's Founding Fathers that began on July 4, 1776. Finalized on June 20, 1782, the Great Seal is 
a unique combination of symbols and mottos that convey their vision of the United States. 

 
Front:  On the breast of the American bald eagle is a shield with 13 vertical white and red stripes beneath a 
blue chief. In the eagle's right talon is an olive branch, and in his left a bundle of 13 arrows. In his beak is a 
scroll inscribed with the motto E Pluribus Unum. Over the head of the eagle, a golden glory is breaking 
through a cloud and surrounding a constellation of 13 stars on an azure field. 
 
Back:  In the zenith of an unfinished pyramid is an eye in a triangle surrounded with a golden glory.  Much 
speculation has taken place about the meaning of these two symbols. Over the eye are the words Annuit 
Coeptis (providence favors our undertakings). On the base of the pyramid are the numerical letters 
MDCCLXXVI (1776), and underneath, the motto Novus Ordo Seclorum (new order of the ages). 

 
Symbology:                   (MacArthur, Accessed in 2021) 

 

American Bald Eagle Symbol of the United States of America, representing freedom 

Shield 13 vertical stripes representing 13 original states supporting a Chief (the 
blue part) representing Congress 

Olive Branch Represents peace 

Bundle of 13 Arrows Represents war 

E Pluribus Unum Latin Motto:  άCǊƻƳ aŀƴȅΣ hƴŜέ 

Glory Heraldic term for an emanation of light rays, usually golden 

Constellation of 13 Stars The 13 original states. Arrangement of the stars went from a random 
arrangement to a hexagram (two triangles intersecting to form a six-
pointed star) 

http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/eagle.html
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Unfinished Pyramid The pyramid symbolizes strength and duration. There are 13 layers of 
stones. It is unfinished, always growing. 

Eye The Eye of Providence (all-seeing eye of God) surrounded by glory 
represents divine providence, whereby the eye of God watches over 
humanity 

Annuit Coeptis [ŀǘƛƴ aƻǘǘƻΥ  άόtǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜύ ŦŀǾƻǊǎ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎǎΦ !ƴƴǳƛǘ /ƻŜǇǘƛǎ 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨŦŀǾƻǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ȅŜ ƻŦ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ 

MDCCLXXVI 1776 in Roman Numerals 

Novus Ordo Seclorum [ŀǘƛƴ aƻǘǘƻΥ  ά! bŜǿ hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜǎέ 

 
The Great Seal of the State of California ǿŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ мупфΦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ 
ǎŜŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ом ǎǘŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ŜŘƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎǊƛȊȊƭȅ ōŜŀǊ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƎǊŀǇŜ ǾƛƴŜǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƘŜŀŦ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƛƴΦ 
Below the Sierra Nevada Mountains, a miner works near the Sacramento River, which is shown busy with 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά9ǳǊŜƪŀέ όDǊŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘέύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ {ǘŀǘŜ aƻǘǘƻΦ aƛƴŜǊǾŀΣ 
the Roman goddess of wisdom, overlooks the scene. 
 
Symbology: 

31 Stars 31 is the number of states that existed in 1850 when California was 
admitted to the Union 

Grizzly Bear State Animal of California, abundant wildlife in the state 

Grape Vines Significant crop in California 

Sheaf of Grain Represents the agricultural richness of California 

Sierra Nevada Mountains Overlook most of California, and site of the 1849 Gold Rush 

Gold Miner Another symbol of the 1849 Gold Rush 

Sacramento River Significant river; leads to the mountains of the Gold Rush  

Ships on River Symbolizes significant commercial traŦŦƛŎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ 
economy 

ά9ǳǊŜƪŀέ Greek motto: άL ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘέ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘ 

Minerva Roman goddess of wisdom who sprang full grown from the brain of 
Jupiter; California sprang full grown as a state without first going 
through the status of being a territory 
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C9. Patriotic Holidays 
 
There are six national patriotic holidays: 

¶ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ς 3rd Monday in February 

¶ Memorial Day ς Last Monday in May 

¶ Flag Day ς June 14 

¶ Independence Day ς July 4 

¶ Constitution Day ς September 17 

¶ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ς November 11 
 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 5ŀȅΥ 

¶ Celebrated annually on the 3rd Monday in February  

¶ Commemorates all who have served in the office of 
President of the United States 

¶ Officially, the U.S. government still calls the day 
ά²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅέ 

¶ {ƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ birthdays 

¶ President Nixon wanted it to be a celebration of all 
presidents, and he signed a proclamation to that effect, though it is 
not an official law 

 
Memorial Day:  

¶ Last Monday each May 

¶ Honors all who have died in the service of our country, especially in 
the United States military forces 

¶ In 1886, General John Logan declared the first official Memorial 
Day for Civil War soldiers 

 
Flag Day: 

¶ June 14th 

¶ Celebrates the day our flag became an official symbol of our country 
on that day in 1777 by an Act of the Second Continental Congress 

¶ Not a federal holiday, but President Woodrow Wilson in 1916 
ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ƛǘ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƎΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊy and meaning 
 
 

 
Independence Day: 

¶ July 4, 1776 was the date the colonies adopted the 
Declaration of Independence from Great Britain 

¶ Now a national holiday; the most patriotic of all holidays 
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Constitution Day: 

¶ Commemorates the day in 1787 when the new states adopted the U.S. 
Constitution 

¶ September 17 

¶ Not an official holiday; rather it is an 
άƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜέ 
 
 
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΥ  

¶ November 11 

¶ Used to be called Armistice Day 

¶ Celebrates the day that World War 1 officially ended in 1918 

¶ Commemorates the ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŀǊƳƛǎǘƛŎŜέ ƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ 
between the Allies and Germany 

¶ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
 
 
 
C10. The Medal of Honor 
 
The Medal of Honor is the highest and most prestigious military decoration awarded within the U.S. military 
services. It awards Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, Airmen, Coastguardsmen, and eventually Guardians (Space 
Force members) who have distinguished themselves by acts of valor. It is presented by the President but is 
awarded in the name of the United States Congress, so is often called the Congressional Medal of Honor. The 
award itself is a medal with a drape worn around the neck. The drape and corresponding ribbon is blue with 
white stars. There are three variations of the medal; one each for the Army; Navy, Marines & Coast Guard; 
and Air Force & Space Force. 
 

 



California Cadet Corps                                                                                Strand C8: These UNITED States 

 

26 
 

The Medal of Honor (MOH) was first authorized 
by the Navy in 1861, followed by the Army in 
1862. There have been 3,526 Medals of Honor 
awarded to 3,507 individuals as of 2020. Forty 
percent of those were awarded during the Civil 
War. Because there were no other military 
decorations authorized at the time, the medal 
was awarded for less significant acts during that 
conflict. Nineteen service members have been 
awarded the Medal of Honor twice. Five of 
those were Marines ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ 
ŀƴŘ bŀǾȅΩǎ aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 
during World War I. Two father-son pairs have received the Medal of Honor: Arthur (1863) and Douglas 
MacArthur (1942) and Theodore (1898) and Teddy Jr. Roosevelt (1944). Only one woman has received the 
award so far ς Doctor Mary Walker for her service as a physician to the Army during the Civil War. The award 
was later rescinded in 1917 (she continued to wear it until her death in 1919), and even later (in 1977) the 
!ǊƳȅΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛǘΦ 
 
Periodically, the President, Congress, or Department of Defense have gone through the list of awardees and 
officially deleted some, and occasionally started the ball rolling to upgrade some lesser awards to the Medal 
of Honor. There have been a significant number of awards upgraded from the Distinguished Service Cross 
because it appears those individuals did not receive the MOH solely due to their race. In 1917, the Medal of 
Honor Board deleted 911 awards ς this was by far the biggest change made to the awardee list. After this 
point, the award has gotten progressively harder to get, and the rules have been mostly followed. Still, there 
have been exceptions to rules made over the years. For example, Charles Lindbergh was awarded the MOH 
in 1927 for his remarkable solo flight across the Atlantic. CƻǊŜƛƎƴ ά¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
award as a way of honoring the soldiers of other countries fighting alongside U.S. ŀǊƳƛŜǎΦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
ά¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǳǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ²ŀǊΦ More than half of the recipients 
of the MOH received the award posthumously (after they died). 
 

 
 

Requirements for award of the Medal of Honor: 

¶ Must be so outstanding it clearly distinguishes his/her gallantry beyond the call of duty 

¶ Must involve the risk of his/her life 

¶ Must be the type of deed which, if not done, would not subject him/her to any justified 

criticism ς no one expects such rare heroism 

¶ Deed must be witnessed by at least two eyewitnesses 

Nominees for the Medal of Honor go through an extensive nomination and interview process 

beginning with their commanding officer and ending with the President. It is an 

extraordinarily rare honor reserved for the very best servicemembers.  
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Congress designated March 25 as National Medal of Honor Day. 
 

Being awarded the Medal of Honor comes with a few perks. By law, recipients have several benefits:  
(Military Regulations, Accessed in 2021)  

¶ Name entered on Medal of Honor Roll 

¶ Special MOH Pension above and beyond the normal military pension 
(about $1400/month) 

¶ Enlisted recipients of the Medal of Honor are entitled to a 
supplemental uniform allowance  

¶ Special air transportation benefits for MOH awardees and their 
families  

¶ Special identification cards and commissary and exchange privileges  

¶ Eligible for burial at Arlington National Cemetery if not otherwise eligible  

¶ Fully qualified children of recipients automatically appointed to any of the U.S. service academies 

¶ 10% increase in retired pay  

¶ MOH Flag 

¶ Invitation to all future presidential inaugurations and inaugural balls 

¶ Most states offer a special license plate for certain types of vehicles to recipients at little or no 
cost to the recipient. The states that do not offer Medal of Honor specific license plate offer 
special license plates for 
veterans for which recipients 
may be eligible.  

 
 

 
Although not required by law or military regulation, 
members of the uniformed services are encouraged to 
render salutes to recipients of the Medal of Honor as a 
matter of respect and courtesy regardless of rank or 
status, whether or not they are in uniform. This is one of 
the few instances where a living member of the military 
will receive salutes from members of a higher rank.  
 
There are thousands of amazing stories about Medal of 

Honor recipients. We recommend you check out some of them online. 
 
 
 



California Cadet Corps                                                                                Strand C8: These UNITED States 

 

28 
 

C11. Arlington National Cemetery & Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
 
 
Arlington National Cemetery is the premier United States 
military cemetery. It covers more than 600 acres in Arlington 
County, overlooking Washington, D.C. It is divided into sections, 
which tend to concentrate groups of graves. For example, there 
ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ όслύ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻƴ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊΣ ŀ bǳǊǎŜΩǎ 
{ŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ IƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
27 holds the graves of former slaves. More than 400,000 people 
have been buried at Arlington National Cemetery, and there is 
currently space for tens of thousands more, lasting at current 
rates at least into the 2040s. (History.com Editors, 2017) 
 
The cemetery was established during the Civil War on the grounds of Arlington House. This was property 
owned by Mary Anna Custis Lee, great-granddaughter or Martha Washington, and wife of Robert E. Lee, the 
Confederate general. When Virginia voted to join the Confederacy at the beginning of the Civil War, the Lees 
vacated the house (General Lee was already engaged in running the Army of Northern Virginia) and moved to 
Richmond. The Union Army occupied the house and grounds. It was first used as a military post and town for 
freed slaves, and in 1864, the Army started using it as a cemetery. Brigadier General Montgomery Meigs 
commanded the garrison and established the cemetery and fought the Lees for years to retain the cemetery 
and lands as property of the U.S. Government. After the war, the Lees tried to get the property back, but 
were unsuccessful. Finally, in 1882, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of the Lees (at this point, Custis Lee, son 
of Mary and Robert). The U.S. government was forced to purchase the property for its fair market value, 
which they did. (Poole, 2009) 

 
ά!ǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ 
Robert E. Lee. It honors him for specific reasons, 
including his role in promoting peace and reunion 
after the Civil War. In a larger sense it exists as a 
place of study and contemplation of the meaning 
of some of the most difficult aspects of American 
History: military service; sacrifice; citizenship; duty; 
loyalty; slavery and freedom. (National Park 
Service Editors, Accessed in 2021).  Arlington 
House originally stood as a memorial to George 

Washington. The Custis/Lee family had many of ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
the public. Most of this was later moved to Mount Vernon. 
 
Each year, nearly five Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΩǎ vƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ center to pay respects to the many 
heroes buried there. As a ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǿŀǊ ŘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ ƎǊŀǾŜǎΣ !ǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Cemetery is a focal point to our commemoration of their service to the United States. Famous Americans 
buried there include: 

¶ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴ CΦ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ΨŜǘŜǊnal flameΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, their son Patrick, stillborn daughter Arabella, brothers Senator Robert F. 
YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ aΦ ά¢ŜŘέ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ 

¶ President William Howard Taft 
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¶ General of the Armies, John J. 
Pershing 

¶ Astronauts Gus Grissom and Roger 
Chaffee (killed in Apollo 1 
command module fire) 

¶ Astronaut John Glenn 

¶ 367 Medal of Honor recipients, 
including Audie Murphy 

¶ Almost 100 flag officers 
(generals/admirals) 

¶ Thousands of military heroes     J.F. YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ Grave 

¶ Hundreds of thousands of servicemembers 
 
Explore the lists of notable graves at: Arlington National Cemetery > Explore > Notable Graves 
(arlingtoncemetery.mil) 
 
There are many memorials to individuals and groups in Arlington Cemetery. Some also contain or are 
amongst graves, others just memorial statues or markers. (Arlington National Cemetery, Accessed in 2021) 
 
Check out some of these hyperlinks to memorials and monuments: 
 

Å Argonne Cross (World War I) 
Å Battle of the Bulge Memorial 
Å Beirut Barracks Memorial 
Å Canadian Cross of Sacrifice 
Å Chaplains Hill Monuments 
Å Coast Guard Memorial 
Å Confederate Memorial 
Å Sir John Dill Memorial Grave  
Å Group Burials 
Å Iran Rescue Mission Memorial 
Å Major General Philip Kearny Memorial Grave 
Å President John F. Kennedy Memorial Grave 
Å Robert F. Kennedy Grave 
Å Korean War Memorial Contemplative Bench 
Å McClellan Gate 
Å Memorial Amphitheater 
Å Memorial Avenue 
Å Nurses Memorial 
Å Pan Am Flight 103 Memorial Cairn 
Å Pentagon Group Burial Marker (9/11) 
Å Rough Riders Memorial 
Å General Philip H. Sheridan Memorial Grave 
Å Space Shuttle Challenger Memorial 
Å Space Shuttle Columbia Memorial 
Å Spanish-American War Memorial 

https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Notable-Graves
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Notable-Graves
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Argonne-Cross
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Battle-of-the-Bulge
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Beirut-Barracks
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Canadian-Cross
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Chaplains-Hill
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Coast-Guard
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Confederate-Memorial
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Dill-Memorial-Grave
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Group-Burials
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Iran-Rescue-Mission
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Kearny-Memorial-Grave
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/President-John-F-Kennedy-Gravesite
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Robert-F-Kennedy-Gravesite
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Korean-War
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/McClellan-Gate
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Memorial-Amphitheater
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Memorial-Avenue
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Nurses-Memorial
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/PanAm-Flight-103
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Pentagon-Group-Burial-Marker
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Rough-Riders-Monument
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Sheridan-Memorial-Grave
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Space-Shuttle-Challenger-Memorial
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Space-Shuttle-Columbia-Memorial
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Spanish-American-War-Monument
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Å Spanish-American War Nurses Memorial 
Å President William Howard Taft Memorial Grave 
Å Tanner Amphitheater 
Å Third Infantry Division Memorial 
Å Tomb of the Civil War Unknowns 
Å Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
Å USS Maine Memorial 
Å USS Serpens Memorial 
Å USS Thresher National Commemorative Monument 
Å Woodhull Memorial Flagstaff 
Å Women in Military Service for America 

 
!ǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The neoclassical, 
white marble sarcophagus stands atop a hill overlooking Washington, D.C. Since 1921, it has provided a final 
ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǳƴƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ L ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ unknowns from later wars 
were added in 1958 and 1984. The Tomb has also served as a place of mourning and a site for reflection on 
military service. (Arlington National Cemetery, Accessed in 2021) 
 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀǊƳƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ ¦Ǉ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 
Vietnam War, unknown remains were buried in mass or unlabeled graves. After World War I, Great Britain 
and France moved to honor their war dead, with speciŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ άŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴǎΦέ ¦ƴƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ comrades and buried in Westminster Abbey in London and 
at the Arc de Triomphe in 
Paris. America followed suit, 
selecting an unidentified 
body from cemeteries in 
France and bringing it to 
Arlington for burial in 1921. 
The Tomb sarcophagus is 

decorated with three wreaths on each side panel (north and south). On 
the front (east), three figures represent Peace, Victory, and Valor. The 
back (west) features the inscǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ άIŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōǳǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ (Arlington National Cemetery, 
Accessed in 2021) 
 
In 1958, unknown soldiers were selected to represent the dead from 
World War II and the Korean War. The caskets lay in state in the Capitol 

https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Spanish-American-War-Nurses-Monument
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/President-William-Howard-Taft-Monument
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Tanner-Amphitheater
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/3rd-Infantry-Division-Monument
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Civil-War-Unknowns
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/USS-Maine-Mast-Memorial
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/USS-Serpens-Monument
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/USS-Thresher-Memorial
https://arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Monuments-and-Memorials/Woodhull
http://www.womensmemorial.org/
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for two days before interment at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. In 1984, a body was selected to 
represent the dead from the Vietnam War. Technology and practice had advanced at this point, and almost 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƻŘȅ όƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴύ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΣ 
and it was interred at the Tomb. In 1998, the Vietnam Unknown was finally identified as Lieutenant Michael 
Blassie. His family requested the body for burial in Missouri. Since then, the crypt designated for the Vietnam 
¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŀŎŀƴǘΦ bƻ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǳƴƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƴƻƴŜ will be 
in the future. 
 
DǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƳō Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŘǳǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ оǊŘ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ hƭŘ Guard,έ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ ǳƴƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎǳŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƳōΣ ŜǎŎƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 
ceremonies in and around Washington, and provide funeral honors in Arlington National Cemetery. Soldiers 
selected to be Tomb Guards are handpicked and rigorously trained. They have come from every state in the 
union and represent every walk of life. They are men and women from many different backgrounds and 
specialties. For some this is their first unit in the Army, others are veterans of many years. Over the years 
there have been regular army and as well as draftees. The duty at the Tomb is not for everyone, with the 
majority of soldiers who begin Tomb Guard training unable to meet the standards. Each soldier must have 
strong military bearing, discipline, stamina and present an outstanding soldierly appearance. Each Sentinel 
must be able to flawlessly perform seven different types of walks, honors and ceremonies. They must retain 
vast amounts of knowledge concerning the Tomb, Arlington National Cemetery, the United States Army and 
their unit. (Society of the Honor Guard, Accessed in 2021)  It usually takes 6-12 months of training to earn the 
Tomb Guard badge. 

Each element of the Tomb DǳŀǊŘΩǎ routine has meaning. The Guard marches 21 steps down the 63-foot long 
black mat behind the Tomb, turns and faces east for 21 seconds, turns and faces north for 21 seconds, 
executes a sharp Left or Right Shoulder Arms, putting the rifle on the shoulder closes to the visitors, 
signifying that he or she stands between the Tomb and any possible threat, and then takes 21 steps down the 
mat. The number 21 symbolizes the highest symbolic military honor that can be bestowed: the 21-gun salute. 
The Changing of the Guard, every 30 minutes April-September, every hour October-March, and every two 
hours when the cemetery is closed, is a stylized ritual they go through, day and night. It represents the 
ultimate in precision and attention to detail. View this in the following video: 
 

 

Video: 

https://www.youtube.co

m/embed/4utXb3auOew

?feature=oembed 

https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Changing-of-the-Guard
https://www.youtube.com/embed/4utXb3auOew?feature=oembed
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C12. The World War II Memorial 
 
The nation has many memorials, mostly in Washington, D./Φ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƻƴŜǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ view are the 
World War II Memorial, the Marine Corps Memorial, the Korean War Memorial, and the Vietnam War 
Memorial. 
 
The World War II Memorial honors the service of 16 million members of the Armed Forces of the United  
States of America, the support of countless 
millions on the home front, and the ultimate 
sacrifice of 405,399 Americans. On May 29, 2004, 
a four-Řŀȅ άƎǊŀƴŘ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
National Mall culminated in the dedication of this 
tribute to the legaŎȅ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 
DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅ-four bronze bas-relief 
panels flank the ceremonial entrance. To many, 
these panels stir memories as they tell the story 
of America's experience in the war. Granite 
columns representing each U.S. state and 
territory at the time of World War II ring an 
impressive pool with water shooting high into the 
air. Quotes, references to theaters, campaigns, 
and battles, and two massive victory pavilions 
chronicle the efforts Americans undertook to win 
the war. A wall of 4,048 gold stars reminds all of 
the supreme sacrifice made by over 400,000 
Americans to make that victory possible. 
(National Park Service, Accessed in 2021) 
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Bas-Relief Panels: 
 
There are 24 bronze bas-relief panels flanking the formal 17th 
Street entrance to the memorial. Each panel measures two feet tall 
by five feet long and was designed by Maryland artist Ray Kaskey. 
Twelve scenes from the home front and the Pacific theater are 
displayed on the south walk and 12 scenes from the home front 
and the European theater are along the northern walk. 
 

 
 

Video: 

https://w

ww.yout

ube.com/

embed/X

naKsO_v

vmM?fea

ture=oe

mbed 

 

Bas-Relief bä-ri-῁lǛf   

Sculptural relief in which the 
projection from the surrounding 
surface is slight and no part of the 
modeled form is undercut. 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/XnaKsO_vvmM?feature=oembed
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Atlantic Front Panels Pacific Front Panels 

Lend Lease Pearl Harbor 

Bond Drive Enlistment 

Women in Military Embarkation 

Rosie the Riveter/Aircraft Construction Shipbuilding 

Battle of the Atlantic Agriculture 

Air War/B-17 Submarine Warfare 

Paratroopers Navy in Action 

Normandy Beach Landing Amphibious Landing 

Tanks in Combat Jungle Warfare 

Medics in Field Field Burial 

Battle of the Bulge Liberation 

Russians meet Americans at the Elbe V-J Day 

 

 
 
 

Pillars: 
 
There are 56 pillars ς one for 
each state and the territories 
of Alaska, Hawaii, the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, the Phiippines,  
American Samoa, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, all of which 
played a part in fighting World 
War II. 
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There are two victory pavilions, one each for the Atlantic and Pacific theaters of operation. These have a 
large rendering of the World War II Victory Medal on the floor, and the names of the great battles fought in 
that theater of operations. There are bald eagles holding aloft a laurel wreath ς an ancient symbol of victory.  
 

            
 
The Freedom Wall:  On the west side of the memorial, a wall of gold stars brings home the scope of World 
War II. Each star represents 100 Americans who died in the war. There are just over 4,000 stars reflecting the 
loss of 405,399 Americans. The field of stars is underscored by a granite marker embedded with the words 
άIŜǊŜ ²Ŝ aŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ tǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΦέ 

 




























